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Lately we’ve been encouraged to stay closer to home, and to rearrange the way we get business done.  For 
some, this could be a risky proposition, with nowhere to turn but the television and fast food, or...this time 
could be viewed as an opportunity to take control.  Have your priorities shifted during these past few 
months?  For some it seems to be bringing into focus a more home-centered life, with time for projects, 
gardening, and cooking at home.  But alas...social distancing is keeping us from sharing our thoughts and 
telling our stories together as a tribe, I yearn for hunting and gathering with my friends and family, and 
summer dinner parties in the garden.   We must �nd ways to connect with each other and talk about the 
hot topics.  Pick up the phone, write a letter, but don’t allow social media, radio and television in�uence 
your family, these times demand thoughtful action, question authority, talk to your neighbors, read up on 
current events, and share your knowledge.

The Fires: California was once a land of vast oak savannas, grasslands, wetlands, and mountains teaming 
with abundant wildlife, lakes, and streams �owing into the Paci�c Ocean, a smorgasbord of balanced and 
delightful food and shelter.  Our ancestors inhabited this utopia for thousands of years, but the settlers 
arrived with so much fear and greed that they regarded the native people as savages.  Settlers came with 
weapons and powerful ideals about their way of life. During the past 100 years, changes are occurring 
exponentially faster and faster.  California wild�res bring human and nature interconnectedness to the 
forefront.  Our ancestors may have used �re to bene�t hunting, and food cultivation, but the conditions are 
very di�erent now, after hundreds of years of killing and human encroachment of many grazing herds and 
predators, damming the waters, changing direction of rivers, clear cutting forests, and over grazing with 
cattle, humans have caused soil erosion and the existence of much less carbon sequestering green matter.  
What now?  Homes and trees have been destroyed by more, larger than ever �res, can we change the 
narrative to include some comprehensive long term planning.  

The Pandemic:  It’s hard to know just how bad this virus called Covid 19 really is, we know it has hit our 
population hard, but we must acknowledge that our population is more sick than well in the �rst place.  
The majority of people in the USA are under-nourished, and overweight, so many are dealing with chronic 
illness from a very young age, and just not equipped with an immune system of a super healthy human. 
When the health professionals and the politicians talk about this virus, they never mention actual health, 
food, happiness, exercise, they only mention testing, vaccines, and hospitals. 
I know this for sure, a lifestyle more like our ancestors will go a long way in promoting a healthy and happy 
immune system.  Eat foods that you might have found on your great grandmother’s table, get some exer-
cise and be happy.  For a di�erent perspective on this situation, read about Zach Bush MD and Andrew 
Saul’s experience and ideas.  

“we won’t succeed in solving the challenges we face by continuing with the same thinking that caused them”.   
Albert Einstein

Submitted by:  Shaunie Briggs



Rita Pauline Jackson (Fisher), 5-7-1942 to 7-6-2020
Rita passed away July 6th 2020 peacefully at home. From an early age 
she shared with me her love for the Salinan people and their rich history. 
I've recently discovered the endless binders, books, and hand written 
family tree records she worked on. I'll do my best to keep her spirit alive 
by learning all I can about her ancestral roots.

With love and a humble heart,
Tranice Jackson-Munoz

Rita Pauline Jackson was born on the May 7, 1942 in Toppenish Wash-
ington to the late Charles and Clara Fisher. Rita was the fourth of �ve 
children, and spent her childhood helping in her father's store Fisher 
Café.
After the untimely death of her father in 1952 and then her mother in 

1955, Rita and her three sisters were placed in the home of Reverend and Mrs. Amos Nash. Rita’s‘s only 
brother Charles Fischer Junior passed away in 1959 in a tragic motorcycle accident. 
In 1964 Rita married Henry Jackson, he was enlisted in the U.S. Air Force, they traveled extensively in the 
U.S.A. and abroad, including tours of duty in Japan. As a military wife Rita became a social butter�y making 
many lifelong friends, she enjoyed hosting parties and playing pinochle. Rita and Henry were married 53 
years and they have two children Robert Henry Jackson and Michelle Lon’ya Jackson.

Harold Leon Montgomery September 10, 1943- August  5, 2020 
Son of Girlie (Pierce)  & Eugene "Tiny" Montgomery.
Harold was one of 6 boys,  and 3 girls. He grew up in Morro Bay, CA, 
enlisted in the U.S. Marines, then worked as an abalone diver in 
Santa Barbara, Morro Bay, and Fort Bragg before settling in Bandon, 
OR, in 1978.  Harold and Frannie were partners in business and life 

for over 56 years. Together they founded and operated H&F Boats custom boat building business for over 
30 years. Harold and Frannie built boats, fast cars, and community bonds with a zest for life and love of the 
ocean, that their children and grandkids will continue.  

Harold is survived by his wife, Frannie, son Shawn and wife Amber, granddaughters Teagan & Morgan, son 
Justin and wife Abrah, and grandson Brody and many other family members.







If you have an elder birthday coming up, please send in a small article about them.

September 2020  Birthdays
2nd, John Piatti Jr., John is a current council member. He is the son of John Piatti Sr. and Doreen Bickmore. 
John is the grandson of Margaret Rose McCormack and Petro F. Piatti.

4th, Judith Andersen (Pierce). Judith was born in San Luis Obispo, CA. She is the daughter of Edward J. Pierce 
and Virginia C. Deleisseques. Judith is the granddaughter of Edward R. Pierce and Maria A. Bylon.

6th, Anthony Williams. Anthony was born in Hollister, CA. He is the son of Anthony Williams and Carmen 
Gutierrez. Anthony is the grandson of George Williams and Gertrudis Flores.

9th, Janet Roberson (Villa). Janet was born is San Luis Obispo, CA. She is the daughter of Lloyd P. Villa and 
Mary J. Holzer. Janet is the granddaughter of Miguel Villa and Ines Carmel Filipponi.

13th, George D. McCormack. George was born in Salinas, CA. He is the son of Benito A. McCormack and Soila 
Asuncion aka Susie Boronda. George is the grandson of Frank B. McCormack and Mary (Maria) Aloysius 
Govers. Along with being the grandson of Maria L. Robles and Jose Boronda.

16th, Bonnie Pierce. Bonnie was born in San Luis Obispo, CA. She is the daughter of Ernest R. (Skinner) Pierce 
and Elvira J. (Vera) DiMartini. Bonnie is the granddaughter of Katherine (Kate) McCormack and Edward R. 
Pierce.

19th, Colleen Brown (Montgomery). Colleen was born in Morro Bay, CA. She is the daughter of Gertrude A. 
Pierce and Eugene H. Montgomery. Colleen is the granddaughter of Katherine (Kate) McCormack and 
Edward R. Pierce.

21st, Joseph Gandara. Joseph was born in Stockton, CA. He is the son Benito Gandara and Julia Fontes. 
Joseph is the grandson of Antonio Fontes and Victoria Cosio.

26th, John McCormack. John was born in King City, CA. He is the son of Benito McCormack and Soila Asun-
cion aka Susie Boronda. John is the grandson of Frank B. McCormack and Mary (Maria) Aloysius Govers. 
Along with being the grandson of Maria L. Robles and Jose Boronda.

Notice to all Members
If you have any changes regarding Name Changes - Marriages, Phone Numbers, Addresses or other 
pertinent information please send new and current information to the tribal o�ce so we can update your 
information. 
New event pictures and other information can be found on the tribal website.

The Salinan Tribe is gathering tools used for leather and any scraps or pieces of fur, hide, or leather you may 
want to donate. We will keep a tote for projects, regalia making, and kids crafts. If you have any items to 
donate please take them to the a tribal event or contact the tribal o�ce. Thank you!

All tribal events have been cancelled until further notice, except for the 
business meetings.
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 Tribal business meeting is the 2nd Wednesday of each month

John Piatti Jr.
(805) 703-0629
boheathan@hotmail.com

Don Pierce Jr
(805) 468-5039
don@armacorlabs.com

Bruce Flood
(805) 903-3089 (cell)
brucelflood123@gmail.com

Dayna Sciocchetti
(805) 227.7137
dsciocchetti7601@gmail.com

Mary Rodgers 
(805) 674.1525 
marytwohawks@gmail.com

Sharon Thomas
(805) 772.8372
sheshopsharon@aol.com

Contemporary Lead:
Gary Pierce
(805) 610-0037
morrorock40@gmail.com

Traditional Lead:

Pamela Flood
(805) 234-6854
info@salinantribe.com

Deanna Perry
info@salinantribe.com
         805-610-3668

        Elder Council:

Yvonne Davis
(805) 391-3619
palmtreezz@aol.com

Robert Piatti
949-677-0549
quiggyllynn@gmail.com

Michael Woody
805-305-0660
info@salinantribe.com

Yvonne Ayala
(831) 385-6600

Tribal O�ce     7070 Morro Road, #A     Atascadero, CA 93422
Phone: 805-464-2650     Fax: 805-464-2651     Email: info@salinantribe.com

www.salinantribe.com

Tribal
Business meeting

6:30pm

PLEASE USE INFO@SALINANTRIBE.COM  TO EMAIL THE OFFICE
WE ONLY LIST THE BIRTHDAYS FOR TRIBAL ELDERS.

THERE ARE NO DRUGS OR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ALLOWED AT ANY TRIBAL EVENTS.

We have a new T-shirt design. It comes in black and gray. Prices are Youth size s-m $12.00, Adult - sizes s-xl $15.00 
and 1xl-3xl $20.00. New design can be viewed on the website. www.salinantribe.com
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* NO TRIBAL EVENTS IN SEPTEMBER
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Vision of the Salinan Tribe

REMEMBER TO PRAY TO kensha:nel (CREATOR) TO keeheak (PROTECT) ALL lu wa' (MEN) AND lets'e 
(WOMAN) WHO ARE SERVING OUR COUNTRY. AND BRING THEM Ta'ma (HOME) SAFE.  

  We, as the Salinan Tribe, follow the way of our ancestors as we walk the path of
   our heritage toward becoming complete individuals. We exercise our rights as a 
sovereign entity. We continue to reawaken our culture. Each and every tribal 
member has an equal voice.
  We, as the Salinan Tribe, commit to honoring the rights of each and every tribal
member to practice our spiritual, individual, or religious beliefs. We remember and
     honor our ancestors, elders, and children now and for all generations to come.
                 We as the Salinan Tribe, continue to gather as a tribal family.


